
Redeployers 
return, reunite

U.S. Air Force Airmen arrive home after a six-month 
deployment to Southwest Asia Jan. 19, 2017, at Little Rock 
Air Force Base, Ark. Team Little Rock Airmen specialize in 
providing rapid, global mobility to support humanitarian 
and wartime operations. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st 
Class Kevin Sommer Giron)
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Armory Airmen: locked, loaded
A small team of eight U.S. Air Force Airmen provide firepower 
each day for the entire 19th Security Forces Squadron to defend the 
world’s largest C-130 fleet. 
 
The armory is the first stop for security forces Airmen prior to each 
shift. The team ensures weapons are fully serviceable and that each 
Airman is fully qualified before being assigned a weapon. 
 
Weapons maintained and issued at the armory include pistols, rifles, 
machine guns and stun guns. 
 
“We make sure that when a Defender must engage a target, their 
weapon will work,” said U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Ryan Quade, 19th 
SFS NCO in charge of the armory. “We must be precise because 
lives count on it.” 
 



Drill: Patience, pain, pride
Flight. Fall in!
Brand new Air Force Basic Military Training trainees, not knowing their left 
foot from right, fumble into one another. A nervous gaggle tries to revive the 
muscle memory instilled by their first encounter with their military training 
instructor.

A Military Training Instructor shouts a series of facing movements, directing a 
train wreck of trainees across the drill pad.

Their eyes franticly dart in every direction in hopes to confirm they are in step. 
All are in a state of befuddlement, except one, Trainee Baroy.

Now, U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Philip Baroy, 19th Maintenance Squadron 
integrated communication countermeasure navigation mission’s systems appren-
tice, has been practicing drill since he joined Air Force Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps in 2011.

Drill, a military tradition stemming from the 1800s, is the act of marching while 
handling a drill rifle. When the drill rifle was first introduced to marching, the 
movements were basic. As time progressed, people started adding their own flare 
resulting in an evolution from basic movements to elaborate maneuvers. Drill 
has not only evolved with movements, but with technology as well.

“I competed in an online drill competition which served as a qualifier for the 
world drill championships,” Baroy said. “That online competition permitted the 
top seven placements of the people who applied. I placed seventh.”

Baroy’s passion for drill started in eighth grade by watching his older brother 
perform for the high school’s JROTC drill team.

“For me, drill is an art,” he 
said. “Being able to precisely 
get a segment of movements 

down and performing it in 
front of other people to show 

how good you are gives you 
a feeling of satisfaction 
that not a lot of people 

understand.”



Pharmacy: Meds in, Meds out

With more than 1,000 prescriptions filled daily, the pharmacy 
team’s job from start to finish is to cater to the medical needs of 
service members, their families and retirees – day in, day out.

The Air Force announced new 
policies on dress and appearance 
with regard to tattoos, as well 
as changes to service medical 
accession policy Jan. 9.

These changes result from a review 
of Air Force accessions policies 
directed by Air Force Secretary 
Deborah Lee James in 2016.

“As part of our effort to attract and 
retain as many qualified Airmen as 
possible we periodically review our 
accessions policies,” she said. “In 
this instance, we identified specific 
changes we can make to allow more 
members of our nation to serve 
without compromising quality. 
As a next step in this evolution, 
we are opening the aperture on 
certain medical accession criteria 
and tattoos while taking into 
account our needs for worldwide 
deployability and our commitment 
to the profession of arms.”
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